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PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 
Homersfield Black Swan 

Tuesday 16th May 2023 at 6.50pm 
 
Present 
Chair Angela Stokes, Councillor Ian Duffy and Councillor Lucy Hammond  
 
Clerk/Responsible Financial Officer (RFO): Sally Chapman 
Also Present: one parishioner 
  
A. To receive Reports from the County & District Councillor 

None received 
B. Public Forum – for Members of the Public 

No questions 
 

MINUTES 
All Councillors completed a Declaration of Acceptance of Office form and it was signed by the Clerk 
before the start of the meeting. 
 

1. To Appoint a Chair 
Lucy Hammond was elected unanimously as Chair. 
Cllrs thanked Cllr Stokes for all her work as Chair over the last few years. 
 

2. To Appoint a Vice Chair (if required) 
All Councillors resolved not to appoint a Vice Chair as such a small council. 
 

3. To Approve Apologies for Absence 
Councillor Westgate’s Apologies were Approved and Councillors resolved to accept her 
Declaration of Acceptance of Office form at the July meeting.  
 

4. To Record Declarations of Interests and to Consider Requests for Dispensation 
8.h) Cllr Hammond declared a non-pecuniary interest – husband repairing the bus shelter 
8.h) Cllr Duffy declared a non-pecuniary interest – repairing the bus shelter 
 

5. To Approve the Minutes of the Meeting held on 7th March 2023 
The Minutes from the Meeting held on the 7th March 2023 were confirmed unanimously  
as a true and accurate record and signed by the Chair. 

 
6. Matters Arising from the Minutes above and not on the Agenda 

None 
 

7. To Consider Co-option to fill the Vacancy 
Councillors resolved unanimously to co-opt Mrs Debbie Bird onto the Council and gave her a 
warm welcome.  
Mrs Bird signed the Acceptance of Office form and joined the meeting. 
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8. Finance 
a) To Approve the End of Year Balance Sheet 2022/23 (attached) 

Councillors approved unanimously the End of Year Balance Sheet for 2022/23. 
b) To Approve the Internal Auditor’s Report for 2022/23 

Councillors approved the Internal Auditor’s Report for 2022/23 and asked the Clerk to 
draw up an action plan of the recommendations.                                             Action: Clerk 

c) To Approve the Annual Audit Return Sections 1 & 2  
Councillors agreed unanimously the Annual Audit Return and the Chair and RFO signed 
the Annual Audit Return Sections 1 & 2. 

d) To Agree a Certificate of Exemption from a Limited Assurance Review  
Councillors agreed unanimously to certify themselves as exempt from a Limited 
Assurance Review. The Chair and RFO signed the Certificate of Exemption. 

e) To Appoint the Internal Auditor for 2023/24 
Councillors resolved unanimously to appoint the Suffolk Association of Local Councils 
(SALC) as the Internal Auditor for 2023-24. 

f) To Receive the Financial & Budget Reports and Approve the Income & Expenditure 
Councillors resolved unanimously to approve the following Receipts and Expenditure: 

g) The King’s Coronation Plaque and Celebration – update 
The Coronation Plaque is now on the Village Sign with the Jubilee Plaque. A King's 
Coronation tea party was held for parishioners and guests at Homersfield Church. It 
was a friendly afternoon, with some good food, numerous cups of tea and they were 
very lucky with the sunny weather. Cllrs gave thanks to the organisers from 

Homersfield PCC and Homersfield Parish Council. 
h) Bus Shelter Repairs – update 

Despite the repairs being vandalised, the repairs to the bus shelter are going well and it 
will soon have a new roof and a repaint. The vandalism was reported to the Police and 
a crime number received. Cllrs gave thanks to Cllr Duffy and Mr Hammond for their 
time and work. 
 

9. Homersfield’s Playing Field - update 
Cllr Duffy is still making steady progress in resolving the issues concerning the Playing Field. 
 

10. Planning Applications and Decisions  
Cllrs noted the following:  
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Applications 
a)    Reference DC/23/0912/FUL 

Proposal Removal of an existing outbuilding on site and the erection of 1no. replacement 
building to be used as a holiday let. 
Wortwell Mill House Low Road Homersfield Harleston Suffolk IP20 0HJ 
Status: Awaiting decision 

b) Reference: DC/22/3007/LBC  
Listed Building Consent - The erection of two ground floor extensions to a listed building 
Wortwell Mill Low Road Homersfield Harleston Suffolk IP20 0HJ 
Validated: Thu 28 Jul 2022 | Status: Awaiting decision 
At HPCs 17th August 2022 meeting Councillors resolved NO COMMENT. 

c) Reference: DC/22/2522/FUL 
Proposal: Construction of two ground floor extensions 
Wortwell Mill, Low Road, Homersfield, Harleston, Suffolk, IP20 0HJ 
Validated: Thu 28 Jul 2022 | Status: Awaiting decision 
At HPCs 17th August 2022 meeting Councillors agreed NEUTRAL and added comments to 
the planning application. 

Decisions 
d) Reference: DC/23/0271/FUL 

Proposal: Garden Timber Structure 
Site address: Wortwell Mill, Low Road, Homersfield, Harleston, Suffolk, IP20 0HJ 
At HPCs 14th February 2023 meeting Councillors resolved to OBJECT with comments. 
Status Permitted 

 
11. Homersfield Phonebox 

The current display in the phonebox is the village footpath map and nature posters. 
Parishioners are encouraged to host their own display of anything of interest.  

 
12. Homersfield Wood 

a) Wood – update 
- Tree Surgery booked for 23rd May 2023. 
- Memorial Bench 
  Councillors resolved unanimously that a memorial bench could be placed in the wood,   
  as long as it was secured and then risk assessed by the PC. 
  The tree warden to be notified.                                                                                Action: Clerk 

a) Wood Working Parties – dates TBC 
b) Permissive Path Signs 

Cllrs discussed and the signs will be reviewed and agreed at the next meeting. 
Action: LH & DB 

 
13. Village Maintenance 

a) Ride on Lawnmower – update 
Cllr Stokes and Cllr Duffy will photograph for selling.                                           Action AS & ID 

b) Nature Reserve White Posts – update 
The Clerk reported the missing posts to ESC and they advised no action was required. 
Clerk to report again.                                                                                                     Action: Clerk 

 
14. Correspondence 

Cllrs noted the following: 

https://publicaccess.eastsuffolk.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=externalDocuments&keyVal=RDXTN5QXLXB00
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a) Clerks & Councils Direct Magazine 
b) Police letter and crime number for the bus shelter vandalism.  

 
15. AOB (For discussion only – the Council cannot make decisions on these items unless stated on 

the        agenda) 
a) East Suffolk Council Daffodil Offer Autumn 2023 – update 

The Clerk confirmed she had ordered 500 free Daffodils for the village, which will be 
available in November. 

b) Harleston Information Plus Meeting - 19th April 2023 
This meeting was attended by Cllr Hammond and Cllr Westgate who learnt of the range 
of services offered. Harleston Information Plus (HIP) is applying for future funding and 
would like to know what further services and activities local people would like. Email 
suggestions to: hip@harleston-norfolk.org.uk 
 

16. To Receive items for the next Agenda 
None 
 

17. To Confirm the Future Meeting Dates:   
Cllrs changed some of the following dates: 

• Tuesday 4th July 2023 at 6.00pm 

• Tuesday 26th September 2023 at 6.00pm 

• Monday 6th November 2023 at 6.00pm 
Action: Clerk to update notices & website 

 
The meeting ended at 8.10pm 
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8.a) Finance 
End of Year Balance Sheet 2022/23 
 

 


